Venlafaxine-induced acute eosinophilic pneumonia.
Acute Eosinophilic Pneumonia (AEP) is a severe syndrome which can be potentially induced by many reasons, including drugs. It is characterized by pulmonary infiltrates, peripheral blood eosinophilia and respiratory failure. AEP has rarely been associated with antidepressant treatment. We report a case of an 80-year-old woman who presented with fever, lung infiltrates, peripheral blood eosinophilia and acute respiratory failure. All evidence charge venlafaxine as the only possible causal factor. The syndrome rapidly resolved after discontinuation of the drug and upon reception of corticosteroids in low doses. The patient had a past medical history of AEP induced by sertraline and a recent medical history of Acute Lung Injury on the context of acute pancreatitis during treatment with venlafaxine. Pathophysiological mechanisms implicated in the development of AEP in our patient seems to be associated with eotaxin and serotonin eosinophilic-specific chemoattracting action. This is a case report with clinical adverse reaction of AEP in two antidepressant agents (venlafaxine and sertraline) with a similar neurochemical mechanism of action via the serotoninergic system.